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i MAY  MEETING:  rtlie  next  regular  meeting  of  the  Association  will 
be  held  on  Thursday  evening,  8tli.  hist.,  at  eight  o’clock,  in  the  Assembly 
Hall  ot  the  Public  Library,  corner  of  McAllister  and  Larkin  Sts.  Take 
elevator  to  third  floor.  Car  lines  No.  5 or  No.  19. 


Prof.  John  0.  Snyder,  of  the  Department  of  Zoology  of  Stanford  Uni- 
versity, will  deliver  an  address  on  “Some  Possible  Results  of  Bird-Band- 
mg,  ’ with  references  also  to  what  has  been  accomplished  hitherto  by 
banding  or  ringing  fishes.  Visitors  will  be  made  welcome 


* * -V 


MAY  FIELD  TRIP  will  be  taken  on  Sunday,  May  11th,  to  Golden 
Gate  Park.  Owing  to  quarantine  restrictions,  it  is  impossible  to  make  our 
regular  trip  to  Lafayette  at  this  time,  but  the  Park  will  afford  an  oppor- 
tunity for  hunting  and  observing  bird  nests  quite  as  well  as  in  Lafayette, 
and  some  time  has  elapsed  since  we  have  had  a Spring  trip  there. 

Take  McAllister  car  No.  5,  “Beach”  sign,  to  43d  Ave.  entrance  on  Fulton 
St.,  where  party  will  form  at  9:30  a.  m.  Bring  lunch.  At  3:00  p.  m.,  Supt. 
W.  B.  Lewis,  of  Yosemite  National  Park,  will  deliver  a lecture  upon  the 
Yosemite  in  the  auditorium  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences,  not  far  from  the 
Japanese  tea  garden  where  the  party  will  take  lunch.  Leader,  Mrs.  Y.  Mexia. 

¥ * * 

PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  APRIL  MEETING:  The  eighty-seventh 
regular  meeting  of  the  Association  was  held  on  April  10th.  in  the  Assembly 
Hall  of  the  San  Francisco  Public  Library,  with  President  Kibbe  in  the  chair; 
Mrs.  Carl  R.  Smith,  Secretary;  sixteen  members  and  fourteen  guests  in 
attendance. 

The  principal  business  transacted  by  the  meeting  was  the  discussion 
of  the  “Crow  Shooting  Contest”  sponsored  by  the  Sales  Department  cf  the 
du  Pont  de  Nemours  Powder  Co.,  and  the  subsequent  passage  of  a resolution 
proposed  by  Mr.  Thomas,  calling  upon  the  Powder  Co.  to  abandon  the  project 
on  the  grounds  set  forth  in  the  April  Gill. 

The  feature  of  the  meeting  consisted  of  a lecture  by  Dr.  Casey  A.  Wood 
discussing  the  more  prominent  species  of  bird  inhabiting  the  Fiji  Islands, 
and  illustrating  his  remarks  with  lantern  slides  from  paintings  made  for 
him  lay  several  local  artists. 

Dr.  Wood  described  the  native  Fijians  as  handsome,  hospitable,  amiable, 
and  endowed  with  a high  sense  of  humor;  communistic  to  the  extent  of 
sharing  all  property  freely  and  philosophers  enough  not  to  work  when  there 
is  no  necessity  for  effort.  The  lecture  was  entertaining  and  illuminating 
and  was  highly  enjoyed  by  all  present. 
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CASTING  OIL  UPON  THE  TROUBLED  WATERS 

Excerpt  from  a radio  address  broadcasted  from  KPO,  Hale  Bros.,  by  C.  B. 
LiAStreto,  San  Francisco,  April  10,  1924.  The  subject  of  the  pollution  of  the  waters 
of  our  rivers,  bays  and  oceans  by  crude  petroleum  is  one  which  has  occupied  the 
attention  of  the  Association  from  its  inception  and  the  author  has  been  its  repre- 
sentative on  a joint  committee  with  a representative  of  the  Cooper  Ornithological 
Club  for  the  purpose  of  abolishing  or  alleviating  this  grave  nuisance  and  menace. 

The  causes  of  oil  pollution  are  discharges  of  waste  waters  containing 
oil  from  oil-burning  steamships  and  tankers,  and  from  various  sources  on 
land  which  include  gas  plants,  dry  docks,  ship  repair  yards,  oil  refineries, 
coal  tar  plants  and  city  sewers.  Gasoline  and  oil  discharges  into  our  sewers 
by  garages  and  even  from  street  surfaces  offer  a new  menace  of  fire  and 
explosions  in  the  sewers  themselves,  and  add  to  the  pollution  of  the  rivers 
or  the  bays  into  which  they  empty.  This  is  agreed  upon  by  the  U.  S. 
Bureau  of  Mines  after  years  of  investigation  on  the  subject,  by  the  New 
York  State  Department  of  Health,  after  a comprehensive  investigation  of 
conditions  near  New  York  City,  and  by  a committee  created  by  the  Super- 
visor of  New  York  Harbor.  Processes  have  been  perfected  whereby  this  oil 
can  be  separated  and  in  the  salvage  part  of  the  expense  may  be  saved  and 
the  danger  eliminated.  Municipal  authorities  cannot  long  ignore  this  new 
nuisance  and  fire  menace.  You  will  note,  however,  that  steamships  are  one 
main  cause  of  oil  pollution  and  are  the  principal  cause,  while  other  sources 
may  be  grouped  under  the  title  of  land  plants. 

The  best  of  several  possible  remedies  for  these  deplorable  conditions  is 
to  require  that  all  ships  and  land  plants  shall  pass  their  waste  waters 
through  a separating  device  which  would  remove  the  tarry  material,  which 
might  then  be  burned  as  fuel  oil,  used  as  road  binding  material  or  deposited 
in  a dump.  This  is  relatively  easy  and  inexpensive  for  land  plants  to  do, 
but  steamships,  with  a larger  quantity  of  water  to  handle  and  with  a smaller 
working  space  for  apparatus,  find  it  more  difficult.  However,  several 
promising  devices  are  in  operation  on  steamships  both  in  England  and  in 
this  country,  such  as  the  Leviathan  and  the  President  Harding  and  the 
French  liner,  LaFrance,  for  example,  is  just  installing  an  oil  separator. 

It  is  agreed  that  Federal  legislation  is  necessary  to  prohibit  oil  dump- 
ing within  the  territorial  waters  of  this  country  and  that  international 
agreement  of  various  nations  is  necessary  to  control  it  beyond  the  three  mile 
limit.  A few  states  have  some  sort  of  legislation,  but  it  is  not  effective  be- 
cause the  Federal  government  controls  navigable  waters. 

Off  our  California  coast  several  interesting  conditions  combine  to  make 
the  situation  much  more  dangerous  than  elsewhere,  but  happily  we  have 
other  counter-balancing  circumstances  that  have  saved  us  from  disaster. 
California  is  a large  oil  producing  and  shipping  State  and,  as  a corollary, 
oil  is  more  extensively  used  by  our  railroads,  steamships  and  industrial 
plants,  all  individually  different  sources  of  danger.  Leaks  occur  in  pipe 
lines,  loading  hoses  and  tanks  and  the  escaping  oil  finds  its  way  to  rivers, 
bays  or  the  ocean;  or,  temporarily  seeping  into  the  soil  or  dry  creeks  or 
arroyos,  or  in  topographical  barriers  it  is  washed  into  the  water  ways  by 
the  winter  freshets.  Waste  products  of  our  numerous  oil  using  industrial 
plants,  such  as  sludge,  tar  and  lamp-black  are  similarly  disposed  of  doing 
their  damage  until  preventative  measures  are  taken  either  voluntarily  or 
with  the  force  of  the  law.  Off  the  California  Coast,  whether  pollution 
originates  in  shore  or  at  sea,  it  continues  to  linger  about  the  shore  a loncr 
time,  prolonging  the  damage  to  property  and  destruction  of  life.  Our 
prevailing  winds  are  westerly  and  hence  tend  to  keep  this  floating  menace 
up  against  our  coast. 

But  as  I said,  we  have  counter-balancing  circumstances.  In  the  same 
proportion  as  the  sources  of  the  evil  bear  to  the  damage  dene  in  other  parts 
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ol'  the  country,  in  this  oil  producing  and  consuming  State,  our  losses  would 
licive  been  calamitous.  Lest  you  may  carry  an  undeserved  prejudice  against 
some  oil  companies  because  I had  occasion  to  name  them,  it  should  he  said 
in  the  (list  place  that  these  appear  to  have  a more  humane  and  considerate 
make-up  in  them  than  those  in  other  parts  of  the  country,  judging  from 
reports.  The  first  company  I named  unhesitatingly  declared  that  “The 
Standard  Oil  Co.  is  a clean  company  and  it  will  not  knowingly  leave  damage 
in  its  tracks  ; it  promised  to  take  remedial  measures  and  to  order  the 
Captains  of  its  tankers  to  avoid  oil  spilling;  and  it  kept  its  word.  The 
Associated  Co.  scon  did  the  same  and  the  Union  followed  suit  on 
moving  its  oiling  station  to  Wilmington.  Secondly  the  California  State 
water  pollution  laws  are  wise  and  comprehensive,  and  the  way  in  which  they 
are  enforced  by  our  State  Pish  & Game  Commission  is  very  praiseworthy 
in  its  vigilance  and  efficacy.  But  though  our  State  authorities  operating 
through  the  Pish  & Game  Commission  have  successfully  enforced  law  ob- 
servance even  on  vessels  of  the  Navy,  still  they  are  handicapped,  as  you 
will  understand,  especially  in  dealing  in  off  shore  violations  and  foreign 
shipping.  Since  the  death  of  Mr.  Downing,  late  expert,  Department  of 
.Water  Pollution,  our  Pish  & Game  Commission  has  for  financial  reasons 
been  considerably  handicapped  in  its  efforts  to  protect  wild  life  in  general, 
and  game  and  food  sources  especially,  which  have  already  suffered  great 
damage  in  San  Francisco  Bay  and  elsewhere  in  the  State,  especially  in 
salmon,  striped-bass,  oysters,  clams,  mussels,  abalones  and  shrimps.  I 
appeal  for  your  sympathetic  support  of  our  Fish  & Game  Commission  that 
it  may  not  only  resume  its  anti-water-pollution  activities,  but  that  it  be 
strengthened  in  the  proportion  to  the  increasing  danger  and  importance. 
In  the  last  Congress  a bill  prohibiting  this  oil  dumping  was  practically  an 
Administration  measure,  being  endorsed  personally  by  President  Harding 
and  by  several  of  his  Cabinet.  It  passed  the  Senate,  remained  in  committee 
a full  year  in  the  House,  and  in  the  closing  days  was  prevented  from  coming 
to  a vote  through  the  efforts  of  one  man. 

This  defilement  of  our  coastal  waters  is  a most  important  phase  of  the 
broad  question  of  conservation  of  natural  resources,  for  the  use  and  enjoy- 
ment of  the  people.  The  careless  use  of  oil  is  depriving  the  people  of  our 
great  cities  of  their  use  of  the  ocean,  their  great  natural  playground;  has 
already  damaged  the  business  welfare  of  great  resort  communities;  has 
seriously  depleted  our  fish  and  sea  food  resources;  is  causing  the  extinction 
of  thousands  upon  thousands  of  game  and  other  economically  valuable  birds; 
has  caused  dozens  of  serious  harbor  fires  and  is  threatening  all  of  our  sea- 
port cities  with  disaster;  and  has  damaged  the  health  of  hundreds  of  bathers. 
There  is  prcbubly  no  other  one  evil  in  our  country  to-day  that  is  causing 
so  much  damage  to  our  national  wealth  and  the  welfare  of  the  people  and 
in  so  many  different  forms. 

V V ¥ 

THE  BIRDS  OF  CALIFORNIA 

Mr.  W.  L.  Dawson’s  latest  achievement  was  finally  given  to  the  public 
by  the  publishers,  the  South  Moulton  Co.,  some  six  weeks  ago.  We  will  refer 
our  readers  to  a comprehensive  review  of  this  work  by  Dr.  Witmer  Stone 
in  the  April  Auk,  and  will  ourselves  attempt  reference  only  to  the  “Students 
Edition,”  presumably  intended  to  meet  everyday  needs  for  reference. 

Full  recognition  should  be  accorded  the  fact  that  the  books  are  profusely 
illustrated,  albeit  one  might  have  wished  that  the  various  species  had  shared 
more  evenly  in  this  respect.  This  phase  has  obviously  received  paramount 
consideration.  Next  in  importance  have  come  the  biographies,  anecdotes 
and  appraisals.  Subordinate  attention  has  been  given  to  technical  data, — 
Classification,  Descriptions  and  Nomenclature. 
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Although  the  actual  text  is  only  five  inches  wide  and  seven  and  one-half 
inches  high,  the  pages  are  nearly  three  inches  wider  and  two  higher. 
Necessarily  employing  a heavily  coated  paper,  the  finished  volumes  weigh 
over  five  pounds  each  or  two  pounds  more  than  necessary.  Convenience  has 
been  cheerfully  sacrificed  to  monumentality. 

Without  prejudice  to  the  reasons  which  might  move  the  author  to  criti- 
cise the  classifications  of  ethers,  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  he  was  unwilling 
to  await  the  concerted  action  of  the  mass  of  ornithological  authorities  of 
the  country.  The  curious  eccentricities  of  nomenclature  would  seem  to  have 
warranted  a voluminous  synonymy,  toward  which  no  steps  were  taken,  and 
the  index  leaves  much  to  be  desired. 

The  labor  involved  in  this  production  was  enormous,  and  the  books  form 
a creditable  exponent  thereof.  A little  willingness  on  the  part  of  the  author 
to  abstain  from  unimportant  and  untimely  innovations  or  reversions  would 
have  enhanced  the  usefulness,  and  the  use,  of  these  interesting  "volumes, 
very  greatly.  A.  S.  Kiitbe. 

V * * 

APRIL  FIELD  TRIP  was  taken  on  Sunday,  the  13th,  to  the  high 
ridges  above  Sausalito.  The  day  was  a curious  mixture  of  fog,  drizzle  and 
sunshine,  with  a strong  wind  coming  in  from  over  the  ocean,  but  there  w s 
enough  of  sunshine,  view  and  beauty  to  reward  one  for  the  minor  discom- 
forts of  the  trip.  Lunch  was  taken  standing  in  a semi-sheltered  nook  along 
the  ridge  road  and  we  then  worked  our  way  down  to  Pine  Sta.  and  made  a 
call  upon  Miss  Grace  Thompson,  nestled  in  her  cradle  on  the  front  porch, 
fog  or  no  fog. 

Returning  to  Sausalito,  the  party  split;  one  half  returning  on  the  boat 
and  the  other  continuing  the  walk  around  the  bluff  road,  nearly  to  Fort 
Baker,  and  retracing  its  steps  to  the  ferry  in  time  for  the  4:00  p.  m.  boat 
for  San  Francisco. 

The  California  gulls  had  apparently  departed  for  their  breeding  grounds 
and  were  very  scarce.  Linnets  swarmed  everywhere  along  the  route  of  the 
walk.  Other  birds  were:  Western  grebe,  glaucous-winged,  western  and 

Bonaparte  gulls;  Brandt  cormorant,  scaup,  surf  scoter,  sandpiper  and  cur- 
lew; California  quail,  red-tailed  hawk,  Anna  hummer,  horned  lark,  Cali- 
fornia jay  and  crow;  purple  finch,  lark,  Nuttall  and  song  sparrows  and  San 
Francisco  towhee;  lutescent  and  pileolated  warblers,  Vigors  wren  and  wren- 
tit.  Twenty  six  species. 

Members  in  attendance  were:  Mesdemoiselles  Ayer,  Cohen  and  Schroder: 
Mesdames  Kibbe  and  Witt;  Messrs.  Grueningen  and  ICibbe.  As  guests.  Miss 
Ayer,  Miss  Raphael  and  Mr.  Curtis.  Seven  members  and  three  guests. 
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